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Thank you for taking the time to review this year’s itinerary!  If you love to travel as much as I do, 
I’m quite sure you will want to join me on this exciting 9 day tour to some of Italy’s most scenic 
and culturally rich locations.  As always, this custom itinerary is geared for travelers of all ages 
who are interested in learning about historic interiors, the decorative arts and architecture.  For 
the traveler with an interest in Italy’s impressive heritage in weaving and textiles, this year’s 
itinerary includes optional tours and special visits highlighting some lesser known but intensely 
rich fabric collections and resources.  Although design is our primary focus, this tour is organized 
so anyone joining our travel group is able to enjoy a refreshing mix of sightseeing, learning, 
culture, and leisure time. 
 

Dr. Denise Homme - Go Ahead Vacations US Group Coordinator 



If you decide to join me on this tour, here is what you’ll need to 
do: 
 
1. Contact Go Ahead Vacations at 1- 800 - 438 - 7672 and ask for Maggie in 

Custom Tours Group Sales.  (If Maggie is not available, anyone in Custom Tours 
can help you). Once you are connected to Custom Tours Group Sales, tell the 
agent that you are interested in signing up for Denise Homme’s  Italy 2011 travel 
tour (NOTE:  It is important to mention travel account # 54795384 to insure that 
you are applying for the correct tour).  When you apply and request to reserve 
space on this custom tour, Go Ahead Vacations will require you to make a 
minimal deposit to hold your place in the travel group (the deposit is typically 
around $450).  This deposit is fully refundable as long as you cancel with 72 
hours of making your application.  (Please be sure to discuss your options 
for a refund after the 72 hour window with the Go Ahead Vacations travel 
consultant).  Once you have completed your application with Go Ahead 
Vacations and have provided your deposit, you will have until February, 15th,  
2011 to pay Go Ahead Vacations for the tour cost in full.  Go Ahead Vacations 
will invoice you accordingly.  If you sign up for the tour (assuming space is 
available) after February, 15th  2011, you will be expected to pay the tour cost in 
full at the time you make your application.  Additional fees may apply for late 
sign-on.   

 
Although the following travel itinerary indicates that this tour leaves and returns from/to 
San Diego International Airport, YOU (or someone traveling with you) DO HAVE THE 
OPTION TO LEAVE FROM OTHER US AIRPORT LOCATIONS (a gateway change, 
however, will cause a change in the tour cost).  Please discuss your specific travel 
needs with the Go Ahead Vacations travel agent.  
 
 

Please be aware that Dr. Homme DOES NOT handle the financial aspect of 
your travel, accommodations or the included and optional events 
scheduled by Go Ahead Vacations for this tour.  (Note:  Some optional 
events included on the itinerary are arranged by Dr. Homme. These options are 
noted in this itinerary as Pay At The Door.  For the costs associated with other 
Pay at the Door special textile- related options not noted in this itinerary, please 
refer to the flyer distributed by Dr. Homme on the tour.  On occasion prices or 
some aspect of a special or included option changes due to situations 
beyond the control of the Tour Director and Dr. Homme.  (Should this 
occur, you will be advised of the change immediately).  If you have 
questions about the cost of the tour, payment options, single room 
upgrades, travel insurance or any other aspect of the travel costs portion 
of the tour, please discuss these issues with the Go Ahead Vacations 
Custom Tours agent at the time you make your deposit or, at a later time, 
by contacting Go Ahead Vacations at the telephone number provided 
above.   
 
 

2. IMPORTANT!  Once you have officially applied and are part of the 2011 Italy tour 
group, email (or telephone) Dr. Homme to advise her of your contact information 
(especially your preferred email address contact).  Once your application is 



official you can expect to receive emails containing important announcements 
and information about the 2011 Italy trip as well as electronic issues of Jet Smart, 
(Dr. Homme’s travel newsletter).  Jet Smart is filled with timely information, 
interesting facts, and some general travel tips specially designed to make your 
international travel adventure enjoyable and relaxing.  

 
Dr. Homme can be reached by email at:  DHomme@aol.com  or  
DHomme @disd.edu,  or by telephone by calling (760) 275-7805.  

             
Note:  If you have questions about the itinerary, please contact Dr. Homme rather 
than Go Ahead Vacations.  Go Ahead Vacations will provide you with a basic 
itinerary when you have officially signed onto the tour.  The complete tour 
itinerary is available from Dr. Homme.  

 
 

3. EXTREMELY IMPORTANT !!  You cannot participate in this international tour 
without a valid passport!  A valid passport (one that will not expire within 60 days 
of your day of return from Italy) is ESSENTIAL!  You will NOT be able to travel 
internationally without a current form of this very important document.  If you 
don’t presently have a passport, or if you have questions about obtaining a 
passport, please discuss this with a Go Ahead Vacations Custom Tours 
consultant or with Dr. Homme.   

 
You DO NOT need to be a student, staff or faculty member of Design 
Institute of San Diego to be included on this tour.  The 2011 Italy tour is 
open to anyone 18 years of age or older who is in good physical condition. 
 
 “In good physical condition” means that to participate in this tour you need to be able to 
walk, without assistance, for considerable distances over uneven ground and, if 
necessary, be able to carry your own luggage.  Please be advised that the special 
assistance that you are accustomed to in the United States  - elevators, escalators, 
accessible restrooms, etc -  will very likely not be available in the locations we will be 
visiting.  
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INTERNATIONAL INTERIOR DESIGN STUDY TOUR 2011 
THE GREAT HOUSES OF EUROPE:  The Treasures of Italy 

 
This INTERNATIONAL INTERIOR DESIGN STUDY TOUR is a custom travel adventure designed 
exclusively by Dr. Denise Homme, (US Tour Group Coordinator) and by the staff of EF Go Ahead Vacations, 
Boston, MA. Go Ahead Vacations is a division of EF Education; the world’s largest educational travel 
company.  Dr. Denise Homme and EF Go Ahead Vacations retain the right to make changes in the tour 
itinerary and travel arrangements.  

 

TRIP ITINERARY 
 

DAY 1: Depart San Diego International Airport      
Sat, May 14 Flight times and gate information to be confirmed prior to travel.  Please be ON TIME for 

international check-in and DO NOT forget your passport and airline tickets! 
   
The morning we’ve all been waiting for has finally arrived!  Our fellow travelers are 
onboard, the luggage is below and our overhead compartments are stowed… now it’s 
time to sit back, exhale and relax as our airplane lifts off and we embark on our 
European adventure.  In just a few hours, the clouds will open and we’ll begin our 
descent into northern Italy – tired, of course, but ready to step into a veritable treasure 
chest of history, art, stunning landscapes and culinary delights.   
 
DAY 2: Arrive in Venice (Time Check: Venice is 9 hours ahead of S. California PST) 
Sun, May 15          
  
Is everyone prepared to step into one of the world’s most magical cities and the first of 
many experiences of la dolce vita?  We’re here!  For centuries the unrivaled center of 
trade between the Orient and all of Europe, Venice is like no other city on the planet.  In 
fact, the most beautifully photographed books in the world can’t prepare you for the 
actual experience of La Serenissima -“the most serene”!  Floatingly tranquilly on its 
sparkling blue lagoon along the northern edge of the Adriatic Sea, Venice is a car-free 
kaleidoscope of picturesque canals, brilliantly outfitted gondolas and intense charm; an 
inexpressively romantic city lifted from an 18th Century masterpiece and placed at your 
feet.  
 
After landing in Venice we’ll be met at the airport by our Go Ahead Vacations Tour 
Director who has arranged for our transfer to our hotel.  After we arrive at the hotel for 
check-in, there’ll be time to unpack and relax before this evening’s included dinner.  
We’ll all be tired from traveling but why waste any time?  While we’re waiting for our 
room, let’s leave our bags with the hotel front desk and begin investigating one of the 
world’s most intriguing cities!    
 
Venetian Welcome Dinner (included) 
  
In early evening we’ll meet with our Go Ahead Tour Director to relax, unwind and 
become better acquainted with local Italian cuisine and our fellow travelers at this 
evenings included dinner.   
 
The dinner meeting will include an informal “nuts and bolts” discussion regarding the general mechanics and 
details of our Italy travel adventure.  Take this opportunity to talk with our EF Tour Director about your 



specific travel needs.  Do you want to snorkel in the Grand Canal?  Want to learn how to blow glass from a 
Venetian master?  It’s possible!  Expect to come away with a map of the city and information about local 
public transportation, restaurants, currency exchange and some interesting points of interest to make your 
visit to Italy a memorable experience.     
 
 
Overnight in Venice (Our first night in Italy …you can absolutely count on being tired!) 
 
DAY 3: Venice Sightseeing Tour (1/2 Day) AM (INCLUDED EVENT) 
Mon, May 16 
   
Breakfast at the Hotel (Included) 
 
Buon Giornio, Venezia!   

AM-  After waking up in our floating wonderland and enjoying breakfast at the hotel, we’ll 
set off to experience what many people consider the world’s most provocative city.  Our 
guided tour takes us into the heart of Venice – to the Piazza San Marco and its orderly 
procession of arcades, fluttering pigeons and ornate lampposts.  Here we’ll see the 
famous Bell Tower amid the fairy-tale cupolas and intricate lacework of the Basilica San 
Marco.  An opulent blend of Romanesque and Byzantine styles, the basilica was 
originally built in 828 AD to house the remains of St. Mark the Evangelist.  Noted for its 
over 43,000 square feet of shimmering mosaic tiles - many of them glazed with gold 
overlays – the basilica was rebuilt in 1094 AD after being almost completely destroyed 
by fire in 976 AD.   

Our tour continues with a visit to the Palazzo Ducale – the Doge’s Palace – a Gothic-
Renaissance fantasy in pink and white marble dating back to the 12th Century.  
Covering the palaces’ sumptuous interior walls are the works of many of Venice’s 
greatest artists.  Among them is the world’s largest painting - “Paradise” by Tintoretto - 
measuring a spectacular 23 x 75 feet in size.  (You’ll find it in the Great Council Hall).  
Towering above the Doge’s palace is the fearsome rooftop prison, where in 1755 the 
writer Casanova was imprisoned (he escaped the prison in 1756).   As we walk across 
the formidable Ponte dei Sospiri – the”Bridge of Sighs” we’ll experience glimpses of 
Venice that Casanova managed to avoid by escaping and where doomed prisoners took 
their final look at the silvery mists of Venice on their way to execution. 

LUNCH (not included), SIGHT SEEING and SHOPPING  

FREE AFTERNOON in Venice 

The flagstone walkways, flower laden balconies, artisan’s shops and charming squares 
of Venice invites farniente (idleness) and strolling.  Begin your exploration of this 
fascinating place after a leisurely lunch of fresh local seafood or pasta at one of the 
many colorful trattorie along the Grand Canal.  Then set off on foot or hop aboard one of 
the many vaporettis that stop along the water’s edge.   Venice is a city to be explored!    

Where will your free time be spent this afternoon?  Shopping for a Venetian mask or a 
colorful Murano glass necklace in the markets near the Ponte de Rialto?  Strolling 
through the Peggy Guggenheim modern art collection and gardens?  Or will your 
destination this afternoon be the nearby island of Burano, noted for its lace production?  
Maybe your afternoon will include a stop at the world famous Gallerie dell Accademia or 
Harry’s Bar; the birthplace of one of Italy’s most notable drinks - the “Bellini”. 



Guided Visit to the Original Looms of the Tessitura Luigi Bevilacqua 
(OPTIONAL “Pay at the Door” EVENT – 12 Euros per person) 
 
During this optional afternoon guided tour we will visit Tessitua Luigi Bevilacqua - a 
historic Venetian textile workroom where fine Italian fabrics are still woven on 18th 
Century wooden looms.  Tessitura Luigi Bevilacqua is the textile manufacturer of 
choice of the Vatican and others seeking velvets, brocades, damasks, lampas, satin, 
taffeta and brocatelle woven in the finest Venetian tradition.   For over two hundred 
years, Tessitura Luigi Bevilacqua has been among the most important Italian 
companies on the lagoon.  Their textiles can be found in the Vatican, the Quirinal 
Palace and the Theatre of the Opera in Rome, the Fenice Theater in Venice, on the 
windows and furniture in aristocratic homes and cathedrals around the world, in grand 
hotels and ocean liners, in Hollywood sets and costumes and in the runway collections 
of many famous contemporary fashion designers. 
 

GAV Optional Gondola Ride (Add US $65) 
This evening opt to see for yourself why Venice has been called “La Serenissima” - the 
most serene – as you drift along the lantern lit canals on an optional romantic gondola 
ride with traditional Italian music.  

 
Free Evening in Venice  
  
Overnight in Venice 
 
DAY 4:  Traveling Through ITALY’S Culinary Capital – the Emilia-Romagna  
Tues, May 17 
 
Breakfast at the Hotel (Included) 
 
After an early breakfast at the hotel, we’ll board our private motor coach – luggage safely 
below–and begin our journey to Firenza (Florence) traveling through the geographic 
birthplace of fettucine, tortellini, prosciutto, and lasagna.  This is the Emilia-Romagna; a 
region of gastronomic fame.  Italy’s Emilia-Romagna region is considered a gourmet’s 
heaven and, among other culinary delights, is home to the aceto balsamicio (balsamic 
vinegar) of Modena and deliciously crumbly Parmigiano Reggiano cheese…both well 
known around the world for their distinctive flavors.  
 
Enroute to Florence we’ll stop to enjoy some free time in Ravenna; the capital of the 
Roman Empire some 1500 years ago and now a quiet small city of cobbled streets, brick 
facades and home to the finest collection of Byzantine mosaics in the western world.  
We won’t be stopping here for very long so be sure to visit the Mausoleo di Galla 
Placidia and the nearby Basicilia di San Vitale for a look at some of the most elaborate 
mosaicwork you’ll be likely to see anywhere.   

FREE TIME for LUNCH and Sightseeing (not included).  

Buon Giornio, Firenza!   
After arriving at our hotel and with a bit of downtime for relaxing and unpacking, we’ll 
meet again with our EF Tour Director for a mid- afternoon sightseeing tour of a portion of 



the city believed by many to be the true birthplace of the Renaissance.  “You cannot 
imagine a situation more agreeable than Florence” wrote the author Mary Montagu in 
1740 of this delightful city; a city that has changed very little since the 16th Century.  
Florence’s relatively small centro storico  - the historic city center – is thought by many to 
be one of the most beautiful places in the world.  Home to Brunelleschi’s masterful 
Duomo (a true architectural marvel in pink, white and green marble and the first dome to 
be built during the Renaissance period), and the octagonal Baptistry, Florence’s centro 
storico is punctuated by a stunning array of medieval towers, churches, palaces and 
galleries.  At the Baptistry we’ll see Ghiberti’s life’s work -the stunningly ornate bronze 
Gates of Paradise; aptly named by Michelangelo (Be sure to look for the tiny self portrait 
of Ghiberti on the lower left of the Jacob and Easau panel).   We’ll continue on to the 
tombs of Michelangelo and Galileo at the Chiesa di Santa Croce located in the Santa 
Croce quarter; a center of leather working in Florence since the Middle Ages.  Yes, there 
will be time for shopping and possibly a gelato! 

 
Firenza Welcome Dinner (Included) and Free Evening in Florence-  
 
Share your impressions of Italy over this evenings included dinner.  If time permits – end 
your first evening in Florence with a stroll across the Pont Vecchio (the Old Bridge) with 
a stop for a gelato (yes, you can have more than one a day!) or a glass of Chianti or 
Super Tuscan produced by one of the local small wineries nestled in the hillsides 
overlooking the city.  (For a memorable experience of Italian history, you may want to try 
Fuori Porta –one of the oldest and best wine bars in Florence).  Looking for a bit more 
excitement?  Florence’s dance clubs open late and don’t get busy until the rest of the 
city is in bed – 1 or 2 AM.    
 
Overnight in Florence    
 
DAY 5   Free Day in Florence 
Wed, May 18  
 
Breakfast at the Hotel (Included) 
 
What you do today is entirely up to you!  If you choose to stay in Firenza today, how will 
you spend a free day in a city that, for centuries, has captured the imagination of visitors 
the world over?  Is shopping of interest?  Search out souvenirs in the stalls of the busy 
Mercanto Nouvo or, if you seek more fashionable fare; plan to visit the designer clothing 
and jewelry shops near the famous Ponte Vecchio.  Florence is synonymous with fine 
craftsmanship and spills over with such Florentine specialties as lace, jewelry, fine 
papers, book binding, and leather goods.  If it’s art you’re after –you’ll definitely find it in 
Florence!   Perhaps your explorations will include viewing Michelangelo’s David 
(sculpted when the artist was only 26 years old) at the Galleria dell Accademia, or 
examining Boticelli’s celebrated “Birth of Venus” at the highly esteemed Uffizi Gallery.  
On Renaissance art overload?  Maybe an afternoon of people watching in a quiet piazza 
with a good book, an antipasto of crostini followed by a visit to the gelaterie for a 
cioccolota con caffe (chocolate ice cream heavily laced with espresso) will be more to 
your liking.  You may want to consider a stroll along the scenic Arno River and a stop at 
a quiet terezza (terrace) overlooking the city just as the sun is setting.  Plan your day 
wisely…there’s so much to do and see!  Whatever you do, remember that Florence is 
not a city that can be “done” in a day or a week or even a month.  As is the case with 



many of the world’s great cities, you may find yourself caught up in the sublime magic of 
Florence.  If so, your afternoon may include deciding that you will return here again!   
 
Optional Day Excursion into the Tuscan Countryside: Siena and San 
Gimignano (Add $106 US) 
 
(Please Note – This optional excursion involves a considerable amount of walking.  We will stop for 
lunch - not included)    
 
Few areas of Italy are as quietly seductive as Tuscany.  Should you choose to join the 
optional day tour scheduled for today, you’ll journey through a truly magical place 
punctuated by thickly wooded hills, sun drenched vineyards, olive groves and dramatic 
hillside towns.  This is the heart of Italy- the quintessential muse of authors, film-makers 
and travelers alike.  

After breakfast at the hotel (included), we’ll be on our way into the picturesque 
countryside of Tuscany.  Along the way we’ll stop in the charming hillside town of San 
Giminango with its unusual dreamscape skyline of medieval towers rising up over the 
edge of the Elsa Valley.  Originally an early Etruscan settlement (circa 200 – 300 BC), 
the City of the Beautiful Towers came into its own in the 10th Century.  At present, 
fourteen of the original 70 towers built in San Giminango during the Middle Ages remain; 
a gargantuan clothesline of stone.  (The towers here – and in other “towered” towns 
across Tuscany - were used to dry massive pieces of dyed fabric at a time when the 
townspeople made their living in this region manufacturing textiles).    

A trip through Tuscany is not complete without a stop in Siena; Italy’s most enchanting 
medieval city and believed by many to be the heart of the Tuscany region.  When we 
arrive in Siena a local guide will take us on a tour of the “black and white” cathedral Il 
Duomo and the stunningly adorned Baptistry nearby.  With its remarkable façade and 
extraordinary inlaid stone floors (they took 200 years to complete), the Duomo is thought 
by many to be the finest Gothic cathedral in Italy.   While in Siena, we’ll stop at the 
Palazzo del Campo, one of Italy’s most famous open air squares and home to the 
centuries old “Palio”; a twice yearly horse race held in July and August. 

After leaving Siena, we’ll find the soft sunshine and rolling, green hills of Tuscany have 
more to offer than scenic hilltop towns and incredible architecture.  A fitting end to 
today’s excursion, our day trip concludes with a stop to sample some of the regions 
finest wines before returning to Florence.   

Free Evening in Florence  
 
Overnight in Florence   
 
 
DAY 6  Traveling Through Umbria 
Thurs, May 19 
 
Breakfast at the Hotel (included) 

 
Stomachs pleasantly full and with luggage packed and loaded, we’ll settle on our bus 
and begin our journey to unforgettable Roma (Rome) – Italy’s veritable “Grand Canyon 
of Culture”.  Today as we make our way to “the Eternal City”, we’ll journey through 



Umbria; central Italy’s quiet valley region with its picture perfect hilltop towns, distinctive 
terraced vineyards and sunny slopes.  Along the way, we’ll stop in one of Italy’s most 
significant religious centers - the medieval hillside town of Assisi.  During our stop to 
we’ll take time to tour the Basilicia di San Francesco.   This massive 13th Century 
building is made up of two churches – the Romanesque lower basilica and the Gothic 
upper basilica.  A testament to the enduring legacy of the founder of the Franciscan 
monastic order and the patron saint of animals – St. Francis of Assisi – both churches 
are magnificently decorated with some of the finest frescoes in Europe.   
 

FREE TIME for LUNCH and to tour the Basilica (not included).  

Arrival in Rome, the Eternal City 

Buon Giornio, Roma!   
 
Rome is the capital of modern Italy, just as it was the seat of power of the Roman 
Empire over 2000 years ago.  Believed to have been founded in 753 BC, Rome is now 
home to over 3.5 million people.  As we arrive in Italy’s most majestic city be prepared to 
see opulent architecture, vibrant street-life and the timelessness of historic ruins.  Here 
Nero fiddled, Charlemagne was crowned and visitors walk in the footsteps of the world’s 
greatest artists, politicians and thinkers.  This is a city where you don’t have to try very 
hard to find and experience the history of Roma …look around, it’s everywhere!  Hey, 
look out…watch out for that bright red Fiat Bambino! 
 
Soon after our arrival, we will literally step into the footsteps of the mighty Roman 
emperors and onto the grassy ruins of Imperial Rome.  Our tour this afternoon takes us 
to the Forum Romanum, the heart of Republican Rome and one of the world’s most 
important historical sites.  The Forum entered the annals of history and myth in 753 BC 
as the arena where Romulus - the first king of Rome - negotiated peace with the 
Sabines.   We’ll also visit another of the Eternal City’s most famous and awe inspiring 
monuments; the Colosseum.  Even though half of the original third of a mile 
circumference is all that remains of this impressive structure, it’s not too difficult to 
imagine the roar of the crowd and the glittering sparks of sunshine reflected from the 
swords of the gladiators.   
 
GAV Optional Dinner with the Tenors (Add $79 US)  
 
End your first evening as un ospite a Roma – a guest in Rome,  with a delicious four-
course dinner served in a restaurant in the heart of the city.  As you dine on authentic 
local cuisine, you’ll be entertained by talented performers singing some of opera’s most 
beloved Italian masterpieces. 
 
Or…Free Evening in Rome 
 
How will you spend the remainder of this busy day?  Will you spend your evening 
shopping, strolling or watching the sunset from the Spanish Steps?  Possibly enjoying a 
candlelight dinner of succulent pasta and a fine local wine?  Would a visit to the San 
Castillo catacombs or a downriver motorboat tour of the city an interesting finale to 
today’s adventures?  There’s so much to see and do in this remarkable city! 



 

DAY 7    Free Day in Rome 
Fri, May 20 
 
Breakfast at the Hotel (included) 
 
What WILL you do today?  If you opt out of the optional excursion to Pompeii, where will 
you spend time in this plethora of piazzas and cafes?  Will your first stop be the Fontana 
di Trevi?  Tradition says that a coin tossed into the Trevi means that you will return to 
Rome again someday.  With a freshly baked pasteria Napolatena in hand, will you 
choose to visit the Galleria Borghese; located in one of the most beautiful parks in the 
city and home to works of art by Bernini, Raphael, Rubens and Corragio?  When in 
Rome, do as the Romans do – shop!  Window shopping along the small streets fanning 
out from the foot of the Spanish Steps might uncover just what you’ve been looking for 
since you arrived in Italy.  (Note: Italian department stores are NOT at all like those in 
the US or other parts of Europe.  Venture in – you might be pleasantly surprised!).  Have 
we mentioned gelato in the last page or so?  If not, consider continuing on today with 
your comparative study.  How about a visit to a street market?  The Campo de’ Fiori is 
Rome’s most colorful…take your camera and look for it south of Piazza Navona.  The 
Metro in Rome is a quick and easy way to get around the city…or share a cab with a 
fellow traveler.  Centuries of history are everywhere you look!  Remember – Rome 
wasn’t built in a day…so don’t expect to see it all in 24 hours!  
 
Optional Day Excursion To Pompeii (Add $165 US) 
 
(Please Note – This optional excursion involves a considerable amount of walking.  We will stop for 
lunch - included)  
 
Breakfast at the Hotel (Included) 
 
After breakfast we’ll board our private bus and journey southward toward Napoli 
(Naples).  As we approach this fabled Mediterranean city sitting on the Bay of Naples 
above Tyrrhenian Sea, we’ll see the stark profile of Mount Vesuvius looming 
nearby…reminding us of that fateful day in 79 AD when it erupted and spewed molten 
lava over the nearby countryside.  Tons of volcanic ash and mud quickly covered the 
towns of Hurculaneum and Pompeii – stopping time and turning both into veritable 
museums almost instantly.    Ancient Pompeii – once a busy commercial retirement town 
populated by veterans of the Roman army- was much larger than Herculaneum.  Today, 
on our guided tour of the ruins of Pompeii, we’ll catch a glimpse into the daily lives of the 
people that lived in this ill-fated community.  (Note:  Travel time from Rome to Pompeii is 
approximately 2.5 hours one way).              
 
Free Night in Rome 
 
Overnight in Rome  
 
DAY 8   Free Day in Rome  
Sat, May 21   
 
Breakfast at the Hotel (Included) 
 



Free Day in Rome 
 
Should you opt out of the Vatican City tour this morning and choose to spend your last 
day languishing amid the icons of Roman antiquity spread throughout the Eternal City, 
how WILL you decide where to spend your time?  Will you return to the Piazza Venezia 
for a few photos of Rome from the Campidoglio – once the geographic center of the 
Roman Empire?  Perhaps a tour of the sumptuous gardens of the Villa Borghese seems 
like a fine way to spend part of the day.  Will you go shopping in the Corso, or the more 
elegant Via del Condotti, for that special Italian leather jacket or shoes you saw the day 
we arrived?  Might you consider a walking tour of the city with a stop at the Caffe 
Sant’Eustachio for what has been touted as the best cup of Espresso in all of Roma 
since 1938?  Would an afternoon adventure to the lively street market in Via Della Vite to 
buy those last minute souvenirs be of any interest?  Organize your time wisely as there 
are only a few hours left to experience la dolce vita!  
 
AM - Optional Visit To Vatican City and the Sistine Chapel (Add $85 US) 
 
Breakfast at the Hotel (Included)  
      
Begin your last full day in Rome with an optional morning tour of one of the most 
respected of Italy’s treasures; Vatican City.  Politically independent from the country of 
Italy, Vatican City is a tiny walled sovereign city-state (actually the world’s smallest) 
complete with its own administration, post office and office of tourism!  (You may want to 
consider sending a post card or two to friends and family from here).   We’ll enter 
Vatican City through St. Peter’s Square: one of the world’s most grandiose public 
gathering spaces. Be prepared to be overwhelmed as we leave the square and step 
inside St. Peters’ Basicila.   What you are about to see is the most highly acclaimed 
architectural statement of the Renaissance – its dome soaring majestically above you at 
an amazing 435 feet!  One of his greatest masterworks, Michaelangelo’s Pieta rests in a 
quiet corner in this labyrinth of priceless treasures...Bernini’s magnificent ceremonial 
staircase – the Scala Regia, rooms magnificently appointed by Raphael, paintings by 
Giotto amid frescoes by Fra Angelico...the list of what you’ll see here is endless.  The 
papal residence since 1377 AD, Vatican City is nothing less than a treasure chest 
brimming over with some of the greatest works of art in the world.  (Travelers on 
previous trips have had a fleeting glimpse of the Pope during our visits to St. Peters...so 
you may not want to spend all your time here gazing at the artwork and the dome!).     

We’ll continue our tour through some of the Vatican galleries for a glimpse of an 
immense and exceptional collection of art ending at the Cappella Sistina - the Sistine 
Chapel - to see what many believe to be Michelangelo’s finest masterpiece.  Taking four 
years to paint (he was commissioned by Pope Julius the Second in 1508 AD to work 
alone on this project), the 10,000 square foot painting on the chapel ceiling is essentially 
a depiction of the Bible – the story of humanity before the coming of Christ.  Although not 
included on our gallery tour you may wish to return to view another Renaissance 
spectacle, the Stanze di Raffaello – the Raphael Rooms.  A fierce contender to the 
Sistine Chapel in terms of historic merit and artistic quality, these four decorated rooms 
and the work by Raphael within them are thought by some to be the finest examples of 
art in the world (Rooms 2 and 3 - attributed entirely to Raphael – are “must sees”, 
Rooms 1 and 4 are believed to have been done by Romano and assistants to Raphael).   
(Note:  Vatican City is a place that asks you to leave your short shorts, sleeveless tops and bare midriffs 
behind!  On occasion, visitors have been turned away from the Vatican because they have arrived wearing 



“skimpy” attire.  Please be respectful here by remembering that this is considered THE spiritual and 
administrative center of world Catholicism).  

 
Free Afternoon in Rome  
 
Tomorrow morning we’ll be heading home and so this afternoon is your last in this 
magnificent city.  How do you intend to spend these last hours of la dolce vita?  A visit to 
the Pantheon – one of Rome’s best preserved monuments – might be on your list.  
Designed in 120 AD by the Emperor Hadrian, the Pantheon is truly remarkable in its 
visual harmony.  Here you can pay homage to Raphael, who is buried under the altar.  In 
need of a basic refresher concerning Roman history to pull together all the facts, figures 
and images you’ve seen over the past few days?  Consider the 45 minute experience 
referred to as Time Elevator Roma!  Ready for a bit of Italian archaeology?  The church 
San Clemente is one of the most extraordinary sites in Rome.  Here you will find a 12th 
Century church, built atop a 4th Century church, built over the remains of a 2nd Century 
pagan temple!  Didn’t get a chance to toss a few coins into the Trevi Fountain?  Add that 
to your list.  Perhaps a visit to the Catacombs to catch a glimpse of some of the oldest 
Christian burial sites on the planet? Have we mentioned gelato yet today?  If food and 
drink is what you’re after, this may be the time to consider savoring another plate (or 
your first!) of a Roman favorite – fettucine.  Fresh golden egg noodles laced with tangy 
ragu – fragrant meat and tomato sauce.  You’ll want to “do as the Romans do” of course, 
complementing your fresh pasta with a glass of locally produced wine from villages in 
the Castelli Romana – the hills to the southeast of the city.  Enjoy the colors and textures 
of a street market?  Try the Porta Portese flea market – where bargaining is an art form!  
Not satisfied there…continue on and try your luck at the street markets at Via Sannio 
and Via Cola di Rienzo.  
 
PM - Optional Afternoon Visit To Museo di Roma (Textile Collection) 
 (OPTIONAL “Pay at the Door” EVENT – Entrance Fee to be Announced) 
 
During this optional early afternoon tour, we will have the opportunity to view a portion of 
the textile holdings housed at the Museo di Roma.  Along with being able to view the 
museum’s extensive collection of historical garments, vestments and religious textiles 
(many decorated with embroideries and braid of outstanding design and remarkable 
quality), we will specifically focus on textile fragments of Coptic origin – presumed to 
date to the 7th Century.  The museum collection also includes an extensive holding of 
wood printing blocks from the Roman textile industry and a number of tapestries – 
among them a highly valuable textile canopy designed for the throne room in the 
Palazzo Barberini and decorated with the classic Barberini bees pattern.      
 
 
Farewell Dinner in Rome (included) - Free Evening in Rome  
 
Join your fellow travelers as we share our experiences and toast our last few hours in 
Italy at this evenings included Farewell dinner.   
 
Overnight in Rome 
 
 
 



DAY 9   Return Flight to San Diego International Airport 
Sun, May 22 
 
Breakfast at the Hotel (Included) 
 
After breakfast, Our EF Go Ahead Vacations Tour Director will see that we arrive at the 
airport with ample time to check in for our return flight to San Diego.  Bags and cameras 
overflowing with images and objects reminding us of our experiences in Italy, we’ll board 
our flight and settle in for our flight home.  Considering everything we’ve seen and done 
in the past several days, most of us will probably be asleep soon after take-off!  Finally 
touching down in San Diego it’s quite likely we’ll end our journey together sharing 
photographs, comparing notes on gelato and planning the details of our next Italian 
adventure.  Italy will be there, of course - anxiously awaiting our return.   
   
 
GENERAL COMMENTS: 
 
THE $3311 BASE COST OF THIS CUSTOM INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL TOUR (see 
below)*  includes round trip airfare from San Diego, CA., double occupancy 
lodging in a 3 - 4 diamond hotel, three included dinners, buffet breakfasts daily, 
professional guides and entrance fees regarding all included itinerary events, all 
itinerary- related transfers by private air-conditioned coach, porterage (one 
suitcase per traveler), full time (24 hour) services of a Go Ahead Vacations Tour 
Director, 24 hour emergency services and all non-optional gratuities. 
(Note: Some scheduled itinerary events are optional – entrances fees, food costs and 
transportation for these events are additional – see the complete tour itinerary for 
specific information)  An upgrade to private hotel accommodations is available from Go 
Ahead Vacations for an additional charge of $290 per person for the 9 day tour.  Travel 
insurance is available separately for baggage, medical, and trip cancellation or tour 
participants may purchase discounted travel insurance packages (includes baggage, 
medical and trip cancellation).  Contact your insurance carrier or Go Ahead Vacations for 
details.  

The base prices indicated INCLUDES ALL FUEL SURCHARGE FEES but DO NOT 
include a mandatory International Airport Fees assessment.   International Airport 
Fees are dependent on fluctuations in the economy and, as such, are subject to 
change. The approximate airport fee, computed at the time this itinerary was 
developed, is $150 per traveler).   
NOTE:   Due to the fact that Go Ahead Vacations must secure travel and lodging 
for this custom tour several months in advance of the actual trave dates, the 
$3311 BASE PRICE of this tour is subject to change after Jan 1, 2011.  Please 
contact Go Ahead Vacations for current price information if you intend to sign up 
for the tour after January 1, 2011. 
*The $3311 base price for this tour has been computed on the basis of a total of 31 or 
more travelers.  If the actual number of travelers falls between 26 –30, a $100 
supplement will be added (making the base price of the tour $3411).  If the final number 
of travelers falls between21-25, a $165 supplement will be added (making the base price 
of the tour $3476).  A supplement of $275 will be assessed for groups with 20 or fewer 
travelers (making the base price of the tour $3586).  Assuming you do not make 



application to sign on to the tour until after 70 days before departure, you may apply for 
a seat now by making a minimum deposit.  Go Ahead Vacations will invoice you for the 
balance.  If you pay a higher tour base price and the number of travelers increases, any 
supplement you have paid will be refunded.  Contact Go Ahead Vacations Custom 
Tours for more information regarding travel supplements, supplement refunds 
and tour pricing.    
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